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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Series updated since the January 1995 issue are: business
expectations: labour force, industrial disputes; housing
finance, building approvals, price index of house building
materials, consumer price index; retail turnover; and new
motor vehicle registrations.

Notable movements in this issue include:

* Businesses expect the sale of goods and services in the
ACT to decrease by 1.3 per cent in the
March guarter 1995. This is a stronger decline in sales
than the 0.5 per cent expected nationally. However,
the ACT s 1.3 per cent decrease for the March quarter
follows on from the high 3.8 per cent increase in the
previous guarter {nationally 2.3%). In the medium
term {December quarter 1995), ACT is expected to see
an increase in sales of 3.5 per cent compared to
3.3 per cent nationally.

¢ In trend terms, all labour force series for the ACT fell
in January 1995. The number of employed declined by
0.3 per cent in this period, while the number of
unemployed decreased by 2.5 per cent. The
unemployment rate of 7.2 per cent dropped by
(.1 percentage points; the lowest level reached since
August 1994, The participation rate for the ACT also
fell in January 1995 by (.3 percentage points.

e The trend series for the valve of housing commitments
in the ACT continued to fall for the eighth consecutive
month from a peak of $110.2 million in March 1994.
In November 1994 the value of commitments in the
ACT fell by 2.7 per cent to $86.7 million. For
Australia, a 3.4 per cent fall was recorded. The
original estimates show a growth of 2.4 per cent for
the ACT and 11.9 per cent nationally in
November 1994.

® The trend for the total number of dwelling unit
approvals in the ACT fell by 7.0 per cent in
December. All States and Territories, except for
Victoria, recorded declines in dwelling unit approvais.
The correspending original figure for the ACT
indicated a 36.5 per cent drop in December 1994, The

value of total building approvals declined in
December 1994 by 64.5 per cent, which was mainly
influenced by a significant decrease of 84.4 per cent in
non-residential approvals.

The price index of house building materials for
Canberra rose by 0.1 per cent in November 1994 and
1.5 per cent from November 1993. Greater increases
were reported in the six State capital cities, with a
0.4 per cent increase in November 1994 and
3.2 per cent over the year.

The All groups CPI for Canberra increased by
1.1 per.cent between the September and December
quarters 1994, resulting in an annual increase of
2.2 per cent. Canberra, along with Brisbane, recorded
the highest increase in the December quarter 1994. The
weighted average of the eight capital cities showed a
(.8 per cent increase in the quarter to December 1994
and a 2.5 per cent increase in the year to December
1994. The housing group (particularly mortage interest
charges) was the largest contributor to the rise in
Canberra’s All groups index, accounting for over
50 per cent of the total change this quarter.

Growth in the trend estimate of retail turnover for the
ACT was 0.3 per cent for December 1994, There has
been a gradual decline in growth since
September 1994 for which a growth of 0.8 per cent
was recorded. This ease in the growth rate is consistent
with the national series which recorded growth of
0.2 per cent for December 1994.

The trend estimate of the number of new motor vehicle
registrations in the ACT increased by 2.5 per cent to
974 vehicles in December 1994, Nationally the
increase was 0.6 per cent. The original estimates of
new motor vehicle registrations showed a 2.9 per cent
increase for the ACT and a 4.8 per cent decrease for
Australia in December 1994,

Dalma Jacobs
Statistician Australian Capital Territory

INQUIRIES ® for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related
unpublished statistics contact Nives Marelic on Canberra (06) 207 0315 or any ABS State office.

e for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on
Canberra {06) 252 6627, or 252 6007 or any ABS State office.
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES,
MARCH QUARTER 1995/DECEMBER QUARTER 1995
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE

{per cent)
Austratian
Capital
Period Territory Austraiia
Short-term
Mar. gtr 1994--June qtr 1994 1.6 1.9
June qtr 1994--Sept. qir 1954 1.3 1.9
Sept. qtr 1994-Dec. gtr 1994 3R 23
Dec. gtr 1994-Mar. qre 1995 -1.3 —-0.5
Medium-term
Mar. gtr 1994--Mar. qgtr 1995 38 3.9
June gtr 1994—TJupe qtr 1985 6.2 33
Sept. qtr 1994-Sept. qtr 1995 2.3 4.1
Dec. qtr 1994-Dec. gtr 1995 3.5 33

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, FEBRUARY 1995

Australion Capital Territory Australia
Change from Change from Change from Change from
previous  same period previous  same period
Latest period previous vear Latest period previous vear
Indicator Enit figure {%) (%} figure (%) (%)
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION, June qgtr 94 (00 300.9 0.2 07 17 §43.3 0.2 1.1
Natural increase no. 876 6.8 58 35 358 12 32
Net migration ne. —135 -350.0 —65.8 5576 —-75.2 - 1894
Total increase no. 747 -i5.2 7L 40 934 - 288 46.1
LABOUR FORCE, January %5p
Original scries
Employed 000 149.5 -49 - 10 79534 - 25 36
Unemployed gLLl 129 37 - 12.8 853.7 37 -129
Unemployment rate{a) % 79 0.7 - 1.0 9.7 0.7 ~16
Participation rate(a) % 7.8 231 -24 62.7 -1.2 02
Long-term unemploved (Dec. 94) . 2 456 11.7 -259 278 516 - Lt - 181
Long-lerm unemployed as percentage total
unemployed {Dec. 94)(a) % 201 - 2.1 -75 34.5 —-2.3 - 1B
Trend series
Employed 000 154.0 -03 0.6 8 077.2 0.2 15
Unemployed 000 11.9 -25 33 T98.3 -04 -13.5
Unemployment ratefa) % 7.2 -0.1 -0.2 2.0 — - L6
Participation rate{a) G 72.4 -03 - 0.6 63.2 — 0.2
0B VACANCILES, November gtr 94 000 1.4 -41.7 27.3 66.0 -33 728
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, October 94
Working days lost 00 0.1 100.0 —98.8 48.2 734 - 385
Days lost per 000 employees (year ended Oct. 94} no. 8 —-887 - 89.6 69 A - 668
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING FINANCE, November 94
Secured commitments to individuals for
‘Ohriginal series
Comstruction of dwellings $m 8.7 6.1 -194 654.7 9.4 2.8
Purchase of new dwellings $m 18.2 121 10.3 204.9 1.2 6.2
Purchase of established dwellings $m 49.7 5.7 - 166 2 R38.8 134 -58
Toral housing conmitments $in R5.7 2.4 - 116 3 698.4 119 -17
Seasonally adjusted series
Total housing commitments K &§4.3 -I108 - 164 32704 —-64 - 134
Trend series
Toral housing comeritments 3m 86.7 2.7 - 142 33782 -3.4 -13.0
BUILDING APPRGVALS, December 94
Qriginal series
Dwelling units no. 113 -365 -574 12 963 - 183 -9.0
Value of new residential 3m 12.5 -24.2 -47.5 1234.0 -11.7 1.5
Value of residential alterations and additions $m 29 —-46.3 7.4 151.8 -31.7 -9.7
Value of non-residential 3m 6.0 —B4.4 -64.9 559.9 -234 -218
Value of total building Sm 214 —-64.5 - 50.9 7 945.7 ~-17.2 -7.0
Trend series
Dwelling units no. 251 -7.0 41.5 15 229 -25 24
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, June gtr 94
New houses no. 360 -30 - 375 33 632 17.2 10.2
Vulue of houses commenced $m 424 4.7 339 31709 2.6 16.8
Value of non-tesidential building commenced $m 50.7 - 683 -22.0 23223 2.9 20.8
Vatue of total commencements $m 158.5 -427 - 215 7i71.2 2.9 181
PRICE INDEXES
Established house price index, Sept. qtr 94 {1989-90=102.0) 1323 - 1.1 -0.8 112.6 1.5 4.8
Price index of house building materials, Nov. 94 (b) 1524 a1 1.5 156.4 0.4 32

For footnotes see end of table.



4

TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, FEBRUARY 1995 — continued

Austrafian Capital Territory Australia
Change from Change from Change from Change from
previous  same period previous  same period
Latest period previous year Latest period previous vear
Indicator Unit figure (%) (%) figure { %) (e
PRECES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, December gqtr 94 (1989-00=100.0)
Food 113.6 1.2 20 110.9 0.5 [.3
Housing 102.8 ER 3.6 97.5 2.3 4.2
Transportation 118.9 - 0.6 1.2 116.8 -02 29
Al groups 113.8 11 2.2 112.8 0.8 2.5
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, August gtr 94
Original series
Males $ T06.80 - 1.0 5.5 631.80 1.1 22
Females $ 500,70 09 6.0 421.40 -03 29
Total persons $ 601.20 -02 54 536.20 lix 30
Trend series
Males b 713.60 02 53 633.80 1.0 2.5
Females $ 506.00 2.2 55 426.30 1.4 4.0
Total persons $ 606.60 08 4.8 539.90 14 3.4
RETATI. TURNOVER, December 94
COnigmal series
Food retailing Sm 78.5 13.8 34 4 278.2 18.4 8.2
Department slotes $m 45.7 %04 4.3 1 8178 Bi.6 6.3
Hospitality and services Sm 318 5.0 -2.8 19302 15.1 24
All vther retailing $m 80.9 36.9 -1.0 4 3337 330 2.0
Tatal Sm 236.9 209 - L0 12 3599 204 57
Trend serics
Food retailing $m 68.5 0.6 5.2 36342 0.3 7.7
Department siores $m 234 — 1.3 9289 -0.2 36
Huspitality and services tm 271 - 07 -29 1 6244 ol 10.5
All other retailing $m 38.4 a7 21 3 0869 — 4.7
Total $m 177.4 03 24 92744 02 6.7
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, Fune gtr 94
Original series
Room nights 000 1992 -6 6.5 8 1969 -19 6.4
‘Takings at current prices $m 17.2 -1.7 B2 674.5 -41 10.2
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 15.7 — 3.0 580.7 -0.6 85
Seasonally adjnsted series
Room nights ") 207.0 -28 147 8 558.5 n.A 6.5
Takings at current prices m 17.3 -55 B8 714.2 - 0.1 in.3
Takings at 1989-90 prices m 15.8 -3.7 8.7 6119 29 85
Trend senies
Room nights 000 209.5 -1 12.6 8 597.3 0 72
Takings at current prices $m 17.7 -1.1 93 720.1 12 1.5
Takings at [989-90 prices $m 16.1 — 5.9 6093 2.6 83
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS, December 94
Motor vehicles no. 1035 29 8.4 52 800 - 48 8.8
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no. 1113 284 17.8 52 603 1.3 14.1
Trend motor vehicles fno. 974 25 - 5.1 52923 06 127
INTERSTATE ROAD FREIGHT
MOVEMENT. June qir 34
Originating (NH) tonnes 102.9 1247 1339 4 663.2 33 6.1
Receiving 'O tonnes 122.4 -34 -7.6 4 663.2 33 6.1
AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCGUNTS, September gtr 94
Original series
Gross State product at average 1989-90 prices $m 2122 1.3 S8 102 726 29 6.6
Ciross State product at current prices $m 2 315 -24 -0 111 038 25 7.8
State final demand at average 1989--94 prices $m 3035 - 1.8 6.6 101 834 1.3 8.0
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1343 32 28 69 191 4.1 7.2
Private pross fixed capital expenditure $m 330 59 31.9 18 709 2.3 18.8
Trend series
Gross State praduct at average 1989-90 prices $m 2034 -0l 1.5 102 948 1.4 57
Gross State product at current prices $m 2 363 L1 52 112 075 22 77
State final demand at average 1986-90 prices $m 2997 -0.3 28 101 426 1.6 71
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1323 0.1 17 68 718 1.5 6.1
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 326 79 168 1R 758 5.2 19.4

(#) Chunge shown in tenns of percentage points, (b)) ACT data 1986-87 = 100.00, Australia 198586 = 100.0.
Seurce: ABS Catalogue Nos; 31010, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 36140, R635.8, 8731.0, 8752.0, 9214.0. 9301.0.
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TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA

Larest
Indicator Lnit period NSW Vic, Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
POPULATION 000 June qtr 94 60514 44761 31969 14698 17019 472 4 1781 09 17 8433
LABCGUR FORCE
Employed persens (trend) ‘000 Jan. 95p 274121 19905 14706 642.8 816.7 196.5 85.7 1540 80772
Unemployment rate {trend) % Jan. 95p 87 2.9 R.6 101 7.5 il.3 74 12 9.0
STATE ACCOUNTS
Gross State product at
1989-90 prices (trend) 3m Sept. qtr 94 34 688 26 311 17 005 738 11 795 2192 1 080 2034 102 948
Gross State product at
current prices (trend) tm Sept. qtr 94 38221 29038 18 262 8312 12167 2 359 1154 2363 112075
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved no. Dec. 94 4203 2 825 3225 698 1 856 228 i15 113 12 963
Dwelling units approved (trend) no. Dec. 54 4 642 2929 3947 883 Z 062 258 147 251 15 229
Value of non-residential
building approved $m Dec. 94 2384 89.2 1137 36.2 42.0 27.4 7.0 6.0 5599
Value of all buildings approved $m Dec. 94 7296 422.0 408.0 100.6 196.0 48.2 20.0 214 19457
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
work done $m Sept. qtr 94 993.2 540.4 7774 156.1 330.2 353 63.1 539 29496
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Fuli-time adult ordinary time (trend) 3 Aug qir 4 64420 61990 38560 60360 61990 SO0 A37.00 720020 623.20
RETAIL TRADE
Retail wrnover (trend) $m Pec. 94 32509 21338 17200 703.2 952.5 2297 106.7 1774 92744
HOTELS, MUIELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied {trend) 0 Jupe qir 94 2 8918 1 3563 23429 472.0 7910 267.9 2664} 2005 B 5973
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend no. Dec. 94 18906 12408 10227 3376 5369 [ RELY; 562 074 52 923
Syd. Melb, Bnis. Adel. Perth Hobart Darwin Canberma Aust.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
{1989-60=100.0}
Food Dec. qtr 94 1.4 108.8 111.0 114.3 111.4 113.3 128 1136 1109
Housing Dec. gir 94 9u.1 95.0 104.0 95.6 91.8 97.6 077 102.8 97.5
Transportation Dec. gir 94 1149 118.5 1154 119.8 1172 115.0 114.5 1189 £16.8
All Groups Dec. gir 94 111.8 113.1 1137 116.0 111.0 114.2 113.7 1138 1128
Average retail prices {cenls}
Milk, carton, supermarket sales 1 litre Sept. qtr 94 104.0 106.0 107.0 101.0 105.0 115.0 94.0) 109.0 na.
Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supermarket sales 680 g Sept. yir 94 163.0 154.0 145.0 125.0 135.0 160.0 170.0 165.0 n.a.
Beef, rump steak I kg Sepl. qr 94 12570 ELLL0 11470 11800 10570 10750 1287.0 11050 na.
Chicken, frozen L kg Sept. gtr 94 2750 335.0 271.0 3250 316.0 339.0 3580 253.0 n.a.
Potatoes t kg Sept. qtr 94 68.0 0.0 76.0 60.0 1150 70.0 85.0 73.0 n.a.
Coffee, instant. 150 g jar Sept. qtr 94 374.0 503.0 407.0 512.0 469.0 499.0 356.0 439.0 n.a.
Scotch nip, public bar 30 mi Sept. gtr 94 297.0 254.0 237.0 3110 356.0 2000 285.0 268.0 n.a.
Private motoring — petrol,
leaded 1 litre Sept. gtr 94 701 0.0 62.2 71.5 71.3 76.3 74.8 73.5 n.a.
Private motoring --- petraol,
unleaded L litre Sept. qr 94 68.4 68.3 60.5 69.7 698 4.7 733 71.9 fra.
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TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Latest
Indicator period NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.
POPULATION June qgtr 94 0.2 0.1 0.6 0.1 04 0.1 0.2 02 0.2
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) Jan. 95p 03 — 02 -03 0.4 0.4 1.4 -03 0.2
Unemployment rate {trend)(a) Jan. 95p — -0 —-0.1 — -0 0.1 — -0 —
STATE ACCOUNTS
Gross State product at
1989-90 prices (trend} Sept. qtr 94 1.1 L5 1.9 0.9 21 0.2 1.9 -0 1.4
CGross State product at
current prices (trend) Sept. gir 94 1.9 21 23 2.1 2.2 09 28 1.1 22
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units apptoved Dec. 94 -84 - 18.6 -271 ~338 - 1346 -40 -122 -36.5 - 183
Dwelling units approved (trend) Dec. 94 -35 0.7 -39 —-35 —-1.0 -44 -52 -1.0 -25
Value of non-residential
building approved Dec. 94 -03 -48.7 -235 19.9 -38.2 514 -51.0 - 844 —-234
Value of all buildings approved Dec. 94 -12 -176 -249 -15.0 -22.7 129 -41.2 —-64.5 -17.2
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering construction
work done Sept. qtr 94 -20.1 24.2 25 -218 -258 -50.2 9.5 28.0 -17.0
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend} Aug. gtr 94 1.5 1.1 0.5 0.6 1.0 0.1 04 0.9 1.1
RETAIL TRADE
Retail turnover {trend) Dec. 94 1 0.1 n2 6 03 1.4 0.3 02
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied (trend) June gtr 94 0.4 1.8 0.8 -0 36 30 -29 - 31 1.0
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend Dec. 94 -0n2 1.2 2.0 0.1 0.5 —-4.0 — 2.5 .6
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth Hobart  Darwin  Canberra Aust,
CONSUMER PRICE TNDEX
(1989-G0=100.0)
Fond Dec. gtr 94 1.1 0.2 0.3 - 0.2 -02 -05 — 1.2 .5
Housing Dec. gtr 94 24 25 29 35 37 30 2.3 31 2.7
‘Transportation Dec. gtr 94 ~0.3 0.1 -03 0.2 -n6 1.0 —-0.3 - 0.6 -0.2
All Groups Dec. qur 94 07 08 1.1 1.0 08 0.8 0.6 1.1 0.8
Average relail prices (cents)
Milk, carton, supermarket sales Sept. qtr 94 20 19 1.9 4.1 1.0 4.5 — 38 n.a.
Bread, white Ioaf, sticed,
supermarket sales Sept. gtr 94 -1.8 0.7 - 07 -038 12.1 39 1.2 -1.2 n.a.
Beef, rump steak SepL gtr 94 -20 08 -0.1 1.4 0.8 -2.0 33 31 n.a.
Chicken, frozen Sept. qtr 94 -638 37 -111 -1.2 - 1.6 - L5 — -93 na
Potatoes Sept. qtr 94 -8.1 — 4.1 -4.8 16.2 -9.1 49 159 fn.a.
Coffee, instant Sept. qir 94 —16.7 17.5 4.1 333 16.7 2.5 18.6 16 n.a.
Seotch nip, public bar Sept. qir 94 L7 e — -0.6 -2.5 -140 1.8 0.8 n.a.
Private motoring — pelrol. leaded Sept. qtr 94 20 ~03 0.6 1.1 29 1.5 1.5 22 n.a.
Private motoring — petrol, unleaded Sept. qir 94 1.0 -1.3 -0.5 0.1 2.2 0.4 0.7 14 na,

{a) Change shown in letms of percentage points.
Note: Figures in the above tables are cither preliminary, final or revised to previousty published figures. Users shonld check the latest relevant publication or with ABS Information

Services il the status of the statistic is important. Symbols used in this publication: — nil or rounded to zero; n.a. - not available; p - preliminary data; n.p. - not available for
prublication.
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